.
In vitro studies utilizing rat adrenal subcellular fractions have revealed that sterol carrier protein 2 (SCP2), also called non-specific lipid transfer protein, facilitates the intracellular transfer of cholesterol from the lipid droplets to the mitochondria (3, 4) , as well as from the outer to the inner mitochondrial membrane (5) , thereby stimulating pregnenolone formation (6) .
However, other proteins also appear to be involved in the intramitochondrial translocation of cholesterol from the outer to the inner membrane (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 
Preparation of mitochondria
Mitochondrial fractions of the tissues were prepared as described previously (23) .
Lmmunoblots of mitochondrial proteins
Immunoblots of mitochondrial proteins using anti¬ body against bovine cytochrome P-450scc was carried out as described (24 (3) (4) (5) (6) (18) (19) (20) (Fig. 2) by densitometric scanning. When each value of the normal testis is given as 1.00, the relative values are indicated. 
